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Doctoral Program Academic Regulations of the Department of Finance, National

Chung Hsing University
(Applicable to students in the 103rd to 106th cohorts).
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1. The duration of the doctoral program is limited to 2 to 7 years.
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2. Credits and Prerequisite Courses
Doctoral students must complete at least 6 required courses, totaling 18 credits, and 18
elective credits. Elective courses can be chosen from both the Master's and Doctoral
programs, but at least 4 of the elective courses must be from the Doctoral program.
Additionally, 12 credits must be earned for the research thesis, totaling 48 credits for
graduation. Furthermore, doctoral students in the department are required to complete
necessary prerequisite courses. The specific courses and their duration are determined by
the department's administrative meeting.
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4.Qualifying Examination
The qualifying examination is managed by the department's administrative meeting, which is

responsible for the examination topics, grading, and related matters. The doctoral qualifying

examination consists of two subjects: "Financial Theory" and "Financial Econometrics and

Research Methods." Doctoral students may apply to take the qualifying examination by the

end of each semester (by January 31 for the spring semester and by July 31 for the fall

semester). The exam for the spring semester is held before March 15, and the exam for the

fall semester is held before September 15. Each examination consists of two parts: the

"Financial Theory" exam in the morning and the "Financial Econometrics and Research

Methods" exam in the afternoon. Each subject is examined for 3 hours, with one instructor
responsible for setting the questions.



Doctoral students must complete the courses "Advanced Financial Management" and
"Investment Theory" before applying for the "Financial Theory" qualifying exam. They must
complete "Econometrics™ before applying for the "Financial Econometrics and Research
Methods" qualifying exam. The qualifying exam is limited to two attempts. If the student does
not pass the second attempt, they may apply for a re-examination, which will be decided by the
department's administrative meeting. Re-examination is limited to one attempt.

Journal articles published after enroliment may be counted toward the qualifying examination,
provided they are approved by the department's administrative meeting and confirmed for
exemption. Once confirmed, these articles cannot be re-applied for use as a thesis in the degree
examination. Journal articles published in English-language journals classified as A-level
according to the National Science Council's classification standards will count as one article for
two subjects in the qualifying exam; articles published in B-level journals will count as one
article for one subject in the qualifying exam, with a maximum of two articles counted for two
subjects. TSSCI management journals or "Taiwan Management Review" are considered B-level
journals.
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5.Doctoral Candidate
After completing the required course credits and passing the qualifying examination, a
doctoral student will be granted the status of a doctoral candidate.
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6.Thesis Advisor
After enrolling in the doctoral program, students must request a qualified faculty member to
serve as their thesis advisor before the end of their first academic year. The number of
co-advisors for the thesis cannot exceed three, with no more than one external professor
allowed.
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7.Thesis Proposal Defense
The thesis proposal defense is conducted as an oral examination. The examining committee
consists of assistant professors (or higher) who meet the qualifications set by the Ministry of
Education. The number of committee members present at the defense must be no fewer than
five, with at least one-third of the members being from outside the university. The committee
members will first review the thesis proposal and conduct a preliminary oral examination.

Once passed, the student may proceed with the application process to schedule the doctoral
dissertation defense as per the established procedures.
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8.Degree Examination Committee
The Doctoral Degree Examination Committee is composed of five to nine professors or
experts, both from within and outside the university. At least one-third of the members must
be from the department and one-third from external members. The committee convener will

be recommended by the committee members and must be an external member; however, the
thesis advisor cannot serve as the convener.
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9.Thesis Examination Application
Before applying for the thesis examination, doctoral students must have one paper published
or accepted for publication in an academic journal, either domestic or international
(co-authored with faculty members from the department is allowed, but it must be a new



work completed after entering the doctoral program). The paper must be reviewed and
approved by the department’'s academic committee.

1. For Chinese-language journals, the TSSCI management or economics list is used as a
reference. The journal must be on the list at the time of submission or publication.
For international journals, the FLI, EconLit, and SSCI lists are used as a reference.
One paper accepted and presented orally at an international A-level conference.

The application time and procedure for the thesis examination must follow the university's
relevant regulations.

The doctoral degree examination must take place at least one month after the thesis proposal
defense.

Starting from the 99th academic year, doctoral students must have passed all required courses
before they can apply for the thesis defense.
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10.Graduation and Graduation Requirements
Doctoral students who meet the following requirements will be granted graduation:

1. Complete and pass all required courses and credits within the prescribed time frame.
2. Pass all examinations specified in these regulations.
3. Obtain a passing grade in conduct (morality) for each semester.
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11.Awarding of Doctoral Degree
Doctoral students who meet the requirements specified in the previous article, upon approval
of the Ministry of Education for doctoral degree qualifications, will be awarded a degree
certificate by the university, conferring the degree of Doctor of Philosophy in Finance (PhD
in Finance).
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12.This regulation was approved by the department meeting and will take effect from the date
of publication after being signed and approved by the university. The same applies to any
revisions. Any matters not covered by this regulation shall be handled in accordance with the
relevant university regulations.



